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Introduction 
 
 
 
 

The author of the Church in Wales’ Religious Education Syllabus was 
concerned that children should not become confused in their study of Christianity 
and other faiths. He therefore stressed the historical background of other faiths 
and the life of their founders and wished these to be taught as a separate part of 
the syllabus and any planned schemes of work. 

 
 However, it is important to link such teaching meaningfully with the 
teaching of Christianity so that the children can move from the generally more 
familiar to the less familiar. It is also important to teach these faiths as living 
religions which affect, perhaps even more obviously than Christianity, the daily 
life of believers. Children should learn to appreciate and respect the special view 
of the world and of God held by followers of Judaism and Islam. 
 
 Inspiration and some ideas for this resource pack have come from the 
Handbooks for Religious Education produced by the Solihull Education 
Department and from other resources listed elsewhere. We should like to thank 
The Welsh National Centre for Religious Education for their practical assistance 
and Tania ap Sion for many useful suggestions. We owe Sue Jones of the 
Llandaff Diocesan Council Education Department many thanks for allowing us to 
use material from “Teaching World Faiths in a Church School”. 
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Resources 
 
 

For stimulating teaching on Islam each school should if possible provide for its 
pupils a really good range of audio and visual resources. Good quality artefacts 
(see page 32) should be purchased, together with videos and books. 
 
The Internet is a very good source of information and of virtual tours of mosques 
and synagogues. 
By using www.reonline.org.uk and www.bbc.co.uk.religions teachers and pupils 
can quickly find appropriate information for Key Stage 2 work on Islam.  
 
The following is a suggested minimum list of resources for teaching on Islam. 
Other suggestions can be found on the lesson planning sheets. NB Different 
resources give different spellings for Arabic words e.g. Makkah, Id, Ka’bah. 
 
Islam – A New Approach Jan Thompson Hodder & Stoughton 0 340 69778 4 is a 
GCSE textbook but would be a useful and detailed teachers’ book. 
 
Islam Photopack and Teacher’s Guide Sandra Palmer & Elaine McCreery  
available from PCET Publishing  Tel: 0208567 9206  E-mail info@pcet.co.uk.  
27 Kirchen Rd, London W13 0UD  
 
Islam, A Pictorial Guide (Third ed.) 1 904024 35 1 From RE Today 0121 472 
4242 or www.retoday.org.uk can be ordered as a teachers’ resource book. 
 
Islam – A Resource Pack for Key stages 1&2 Jan Thompson available from 
Standards and Effectiveness Services, Education Development Centre, Church 
Lane, Princes Plain, Bromley BR2 8LD Tel: 0208462 8911/8520  
 
The two programmes on Islam in the BBC video Pathways of Belief give a good 
idea of living as a Muslim, daily prayer, Ramadan and fasting, the mosque and 
the reading of the Qur’an, together with some stories about Muhammad. 
 
CD Rom Virtual Tour of Cardiff Mosque for Key Stage 2 produced by Cardiff 
Advisory Service for Education, available from Graham Davies, Advisory 
Service for Schools, Room 224 County Hall, Atlantic Wharf, Cardiff CF1 5UW 
 
My Life as a Muslim Guy, Mizon & Morgan, Dref Wen 1-85596-285-3 
available in Welsh and English  with Teachers’ Guide 1-85596287X is a Wales- 
based resource describing real children in Wales with useful suggestions on  
things to think about and to do on each topic. 
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Handbooks for Religious Education in Primary schools Key stages 1&2 produced 
by Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council available from CSO Design and Print, 
Room B31, Council House, Birmingham B1 1BB 
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Some guidance for teachers 
 

(reproduced from Westhill Primary RE materials – published 1987) 
 

What is Islam? 
  
Traditionally Muslims have given a three-part answer to this. It is expressed in a 
story about the visit of a mysterious stranger, the angel Jibril (Gabriel), to the 
prophet Muhammad- 
 
‘One day we were with the Prophet of God when a man approached, clad in 
garments of pure white and with raven black hair. He sat down at the side of the 
prophet, knee to knee. Placing his hands on his thighs he said, “ Oh Muhammad, 
give me information on Islam.” The prophet said, “Islam is witnessing that there 
is no God but God and that Muhammad is his prophet, performing the salah, 
handing over the zakah, fasting during Ramadan and undertaking the pilgrimage 
if there be no hindrance.” ( see Five Pillars below) The stranger said, “Right.” 
 Then the stranger said,  “ Now give me information on faith (imam).” 
Muhammad answered, “ Believing in God, his Angels, his Books, his Prophets 
and the Final Resurrection.” The stranger said, “Right.” 
 Then the stranger said,  “ Now give me information on right doing 
(ihsan).” Muhammad answered, “ Serving God as if he were before your eyes. 
For if you see him not, he sees you.” ’ 
 
 The story is important because it underlines the idea that Islam is not 
merely a system of beliefs but also an acceptance of certain practices and indeed 
a style of life. Islam is not a private matter for individuals but is both private and 
public. It permeates the whole fabric of society and covers not only ritual, belief 
and ethics but is also a detailed code of conduct covering every aspect of life, art 
and politics, hygiene, dress and diet. 
 
Muhammad 
 
Muhammad is the last in a long chain of prophets. He is the “Seal of the 
Prophets”. His sayings and doings are recorded in the Hadith and these provide a 
model for Muslims so that they seek to follow his example in worship and life. 
He was born in Makkah (Mecca) in Arabia in 570 CE/AD. He was orphaned at 
an early age and originally worked as a shepherd. Later, he became rich as a 
trader, which brought him into contact with many peoples and faiths especially 
Judaism and Christianity. He married Khadijah, a wealthy widow. He was a 
thoughtful and reflective man, concerned by the worship of idols in Makkah and 
the lack of generosity and kindness in all around him. He withdrew to a cave to 
meditate in his fortieth year and there he received a revelation of the actual words 
of Allah “the Compassionate, the Merciful” through the angel Jibril (Gabriel). 
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Persecuted for his teachings, Muhammad fled to Madinah (Medina) in 622. 
Stories are told of his escape - how a herd of sheep covered his tracks and a 
spider wove a web over the mouth of the cave in which he and his family and 
friends were hiding. He founded the first mosque in Madinah for prayer five 
times a day. Eventually, he returned to Makkah, and the Ka’bah, purified of its 
images of tribal gods and goddesses, became a centre of pilgrimage. 
 
The Five Pillars 
  
Every Muslim has five duties to perform 
  

1. Faith (Shahadah) Believing and declaring that there is one God, Allah, and 
Muhammad is his messenger. 

 
2. Prayer (Salah, sometimes spelt Salat) Performing prayers in a special way 

five times a day- at dawn, after midday, late afternoon, after sunset, at 
night. Prayers in the mosque are announced by the muezzin. (His voice is 
often recorded nowadays). People prepare mentally for prayer by reflection 
and physically by washing (wudu) in a set way. They face Makkah 
(Mecca) and often use a prayer mat with a compass to be able to face in the 
right direction. In the mosque the mihrab marks the correct direction. 
Prayers have set words and set positions in portions called rakat. Muslims 
also use strings of beads in private prayer with which to recite the 99 
names of Allah. 

 
3. Almsgiving (Zakah, sometimes spelt Zakat). Giving a set amount to 

charity. 
 
4. Fasting (Sawm). Fasting from food and drink during the hours of daylight 

in the month of Ramadan. The “Night of Power” during Ramadan 
celebrates the first visit of the Angel Jibril (Gabriel) to Muhammad. All but 
the young, the sick, travellers and the elderly must fast as a sign of 
obedience to God. It helps everyone to understand the sufferings of the 
poor. The fast is broken at sunset with dates and a light meal. 

 
5. Pilgrimage (Hajj). Making a pilgrimage to Makkah at least once in a 

lifetime. Makkah is the birthplace of Muhammad.  
The Ka’bah, a cube-shaped building in Makkah, is believed to be the first 
structure built for the worship of the One God by Ibrahim (Abraham) and 
his son Isma’il (Ishmael).  
Anyone taking part in the Hajj must be in good health, free from debts and 
have provided for family at home. All hajjis wear simple white sheets as 
they perform the various rituals and devotions in and around Makkah 
including walking seven times around the Ka’bah together with thousands 
of others. 
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Holy Books  
 
Muslims respect the Torah of Moses, the Psalms of David and the Gospels of 
Jesus but the Qur’an revealed to Muhammad, in its original Arabic, is the word of 
God. It is the authority for belief and practice. Qur’an means “recitation” because 
Muhammad, who could not write, memorised and recited the words he had heard 
from God. These were later written down. Muslims try to learn as much of the 
Qur’an by heart as they can. There are 114 Surahs (chapters) in the Qur’an. 
The Qur’an must be treated with great respect. When not in use it must be kept 
on the top shelf above all other books and is usually wrapped to keep it clean. 
Before touching the Qur’an the hands must be washed and often the head covered 
and one should avoid turning one’s back on the Qur’an. The nature of the Arabic 
script lends itself to decorative calligraphy of great beauty and imagination which 
is sacred because of the truth it conveys. The name of God, Allah, is the most 
sacred symbol of all.  
 
Mosque (Masjid) 
  
The mosque is above all a place for worship but it also acts as a religious school 
for children and a community and advice centre for local Muslims. Weddings and 
funerals are often held there. 
Shoes must be removed before entering the prayer hall and women and girls must 
cover their heads and legs before entering the building. Men and women worship 
separately. 
A mosque is usually run by a committee which appoints the imam (religious 
leader), the muezzin (who calls the faithful to prayer), the president and the 
caretaker. 
 
The calendar 
 
Muslims use the lunar calendar which is about 11 days shorter than the solar 
calendar so that feasts and fasts change their position in the year. 16th July 622 is 
day one in the Muslim calendar when Muhammad left Makkah (Mecca) for 
Madinah (Medina). 
 
Festivals 
  
The two main festivals for Muslims during the year are Id-ul-Fitr and Id-ul-Adha 
(Eid or Id means festival).  
Id-ul-Fitr comes at the end of Ramadan, the month of fasting. New clothes are 
bought, special food eaten, greetings and presents are exchanged and money 
given to the poor. 
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Id-ul-Adha celebrates Abraham’s willingness to be obedient to God and sacrifice 
his son. Sheep or lambs are sacrificed at this festival. The greeting at both 
festivals is “Id Mubarak!”  
Muhammad’s birthday and his ascension into heaven are also both celebrated. 
 
Food 
 
All fish and vegetables can be eaten. Pork and the meat of carnivorous animals is 
forbidden and all meat must be “halal”, slaughtered in a particular way and with 
the formula “Bismillah” – in the name of God. No alcohol may be drunk. 
 
Dress 
 
Both men and women should dress modestly, especially in public, and for women 
this often involves the wearing of a head covering or scarf and sometimes a 
burkah (an all- enveloping cloak). 
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Linking the teaching of Islam with other topics in the syllabus 

 
 Teaching about Islam is concentrated in Key Stage 2 in the syllabus. 
However, in a school where there are Muslim children, in areas of Wales where 
there are mosques in the community, or where e-mail and other links are forged 
with schools or children from a Muslim background it may be appropriate to 
introduce some teaching about Islam at Key Stage 1 using local resources. 
 
Other resources for Key Stage 1 are: 

Some traditional Muslim stories for reflection and discussion on right 
conduct - 
Seven New Kittens and The Tiny Ants Gill Vaisey  produced with Big Books and 
Activity Packs, available from Primary RE Support Service, 7 Butlers Mead, 
Millend, Blakeney, Gloucestershire GL15 4EH.  

Worship at home and in the Mosque and pilgrimage to Makkah –  
BBC “Watch” video Places for Worship including photopack and worksheets  
BBC “Watch” Celebrations in DVDplus format and Big Book  

See also Sheet 3 “Pilgrimage” for lesson plans on that topic. 
 
Year 4 
 
Learning objectives Possible learning activities 

 
To talk about why Moses and/or 
Muhammad are important 

. 

 
Under “Church” the assessment scheme asks the pupils to “know something 
about the other places of worship in the community” and to “understand and 
respect the importance of places of worship in the community”. 
 
If there is a mosque in the community then this is the time to find out about it and 
a little about Muhammad as the founder of Islam. 
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Years 5 & 6 
 
 This is when the syllabus suggests that the main teaching about Islam 
should occur: 
 
 
 
YEAR 5 
Learning objectives Possible learning activities 

 
Hear about the life of Muhammad Hear about Muhammad’s life including his marriage, the recitation of the 

Qur’an, the journey to Medina, and the subsequent establishment of a 
Muslim community in Mecca; introduce the five pillars of Islam if you can 
do this without disjointedness 

To begin to understand the basic 
historical sequence of Moses, 
Jesus and Muhammad 

Revise history on time lines; begin to put dates onto the life of Moses 
(about 1200 BCE, Jesus and Muhammad (570-632 CE)[BCE=BC; 
CE=AD]; show that they lived in different countries and that they never 
met. 

 
ASSESSMENT 
Knowledge Know the story of Muhammad as the founder of Islam. 

Know something about the Qur’an, and the five pillars of Islam.  
Know the chronology of Moses, Jesus and Muhammad. 

Skills Be able to talk about some of the major beliefs and practices of Islam. 
Begin to be able to talk about the importance of Islam in the modern world. 

Attitudes Begin to understand the origins and practice of Islam. Learn to respect the faith and belief of 
others 

 
 
YEAR 6 
Learning objectives Possible learning activities 

 
To begin to understand 
Muslim festivals in relation 
to the life of Muhammad  

Show how some Muslim festivals are linked with the life of Muhammad (e.g. It 
was during Ramadan that the Qur’an was received).  
 
Illustrate by pictures of Mecca and mosques; handle Islamic artefacts; perhaps 
make a visit to a mosque 

 
ASSESSMENT  
Knowledge Know that all aspects of life are covered by the Law in Judaism. 

Learn about the development of the Torah. 
Know something about Jewish worship in Temple and synagogue and Muslim worship 
in the mosque. 

Skills Be able to discuss in simple terms the scope and function of law and the way in which 
belief affects lifestyle. 

Attitudes Begin to appreciate the distinctiveness of the Jewish and Muslim faiths. 
Handle and examine Muslim artefacts with respect 

 
It is important to make the teaching of Islam meaningful and relevant to 

pupils. This can be done by careful links with topics in PSE, History, Art and 
Technology and Geography.  
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Year 5  
 

In the RE scheme of work itself the following links can be made - 
Link the chronology of the Bible with the chronology of Moses/Jesus/ 
Muhammad. 
Discuss Christian life and values and the Muslim lifestyle. 
Contrast the way in which Muslim art does not depict the human form with the 
many depictions of Jesus. 
  See Sheet 1 “Muhammad” and Sheet 2 “The Five Pillars” and illustrations 
for lesson plans on those topics. 

 
Year 6 

 
 In the RE scheme of work itself the following links can be made - 

The Bible and its origins and transmission are studied in this year and these could 
be compared and contrasted with the origin and transmission of the Qur’an. The 
respect accorded to the scrolls of the Torah and to the Qur’an would be worth 
thinking about and the fact that both those Holy Books are studied in their 
original languages. 
 See Sheet 4 “Qur’an”, Sheet 5 “Mosque” and Sheet 6 “Festivals” and 
illustrations for lesson plans on these topics. 
 
Alternatively, a more holistic approach could be adopted and a day or days, or a 
week could be devoted to project work with the possible title of “Experiencing 
Islam”. The teaching time for RE, PSE and other subjects could be organised as 
one block.  This would concentrate scarce resources, involve cross-curricular 
skills, together with the nurture of spirituality and reflecting on and responding to 
the whole experience. It could work well in small schools where a whole Key 
Stage is taught in one classroom. Pupils with investigative abilities could research 
the vast array of resources on the internet and give a whiteboard presentation of a 
virtual tour of a mosque, with the recorded sound of the call to prayer and reading 
from the Qu’ran, those with creative abilities could cook, sew, model, design and 
paint and pupils with special needs could learn with everyone by experiencing the 
beauty of Islamic calligraphy, the sound of the call to prayer and the reverence 
accorded to the Qur’an.  
Other ideas which could contribute to such a project can be found in the Topic 
Sheets which follow. They are accompanied by photocopiable  illustrations to 
add to worksheets or to be enlarged and made into posters or wall displays. Some 
will act as models for calligraphy. 
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Topic - MUHAMMAD   
 Year Group 5   Sheet 1 
 

Learning 
Objectives/ 
Outcomes 

Key Questions Possible Learning 
Activities 

Resources Key Words 
& 

Concepts 
To hear about 
the life of 
Muhammad 
 
To understand 
the basic 
historical 
sequence of 
Moses, Jesus 
and 
Muhammad. 

Where and when 
did Muhammad 
live? 
 
What experience 
made him a great 
religious leader? 
 
How did this 
change his life? 
 
Why do Muslims 
call him the 
messenger of 
God? 
 
Why do Muslims 
not use BC 
(before Christ) 
and AD (Anno 
Domini - year of 
our Lord)? 
 
Did Muhammad 
find it easy to 
convince people of 
the truth of his 
experience in the 
cave? 

Read about the life 
of Muhammad or 
research on the 
internet. 
 
Find Makkah on a 
map. 
 
Watch “The Life of 
Muhammad” on 
Animated World 
Faiths (S4C video). 
Discuss why no 
picture is shown of 
him. 
 
Make a timeline of 
Moses, Jesus, 
Muhammad. Talk 
about the Muslim 
calendar.  
 
Read the story of 
the revelation of 
the Qu’ran to 
Muhammad and 
discuss life-
changing events, 
misunderstanding, 
persecution and    
standing up for our 
beliefs. Think of 
examples in one’s 
own life, the life of 
Jesus or of saints. 
 
 

My Life as a Muslim 
Guy, Mizon & 
Morgan 
Dref Wen 
ISBN 1-85596-285-3 
 
Islam- A new  
approach 
Jan Thompson 
Hodder & 
Stoughton 
ISBN 0-340-69778-4 
 
www.al_islam.org 
 
“The Life of 
Muhammad” on 
Animated World 
Faiths (S4C video) 
 
 
 
Stories about God ed 
J. Mackley 
(Developing Primary 
RE) 
ISBN 1-904024-68-8 

idolatry 
revelation 
Allah 
compassion 
mercy 
dedication 
persecution 
courage 
BCE/CE 
 

 
 

Links with teaching on the Qur’an and Ramadan. 
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Topic – THE FIVE PILLARS OF FAITH  
 Year Group 5   Sheet 2 
 
 
Learning 

Objectives/ 
Outcomes 

 

Key Questions Possible Learning Activities Resources Key 
Words & 
Concepts 

Know something 
about the Qur’an, 
and the Five 
Pillars of Islam.  
 
Be able to talk 
about some of the 
major beliefs and 
practices of Islam. 
 
Learn to respect 
the faith and 
belief of others 
 
To understand 
that the five 
pillars of faith in 
Islam show 
obedience and 
commitment to 
Allah. 
 
 

What purpose 
do pillars 
serve? 
 
Why is the idea 
of pillars a 
good way to 
think of rules? 
 
Is it a help in 
life to have 
definite rules? 
  
What do I 
believe? 
 
Would I be 
prepared to 
spend so much 
time in prayer? 
 
What would I 
be prepared to 
fast for? 
 
How easy 
would it be to 
keep these 
rules in 
modern life? 

Invite pupils to choose one of 
the Five Pillars and, either in 
pairs or in small groups, to 
undertake their own 
investigation, using 
appropriate resources.  
Give a presentation to the 
rest of the class. 
 

1.The Shahadah 
A statement about belief in 
God and the prophet 
Muhammad. 
 
2.Salah 
Praying five times every 
day. 
 
3.Zakah 
Giving money to others to 
help them. 
 
4.Sawm 
Fasting during Ramadan. 
 
5.Hajj 
Going on pilgrimage to 
Makkah. 
 

Holy Cities 
Mecca 
Shahrukh 
Husain 
Evans Brothers 
Limited 
ISBN 0-237-
51252-1 
 
World 
Religions 
David Self 
Lion 
ISBN 0-7459-
36032 

Islam 
faith 
prayer 
purify 
almsgiving 
fasting 
pilgrimage 
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Topic – PILGRIMAGE TO MAKKAH 
  Year Group as appropriate  Sheet 3 
 

Learning 
Objectives/ 
Outcomes 

 

Key Questions Possible Learning Activities Resources Key Words 
& 

Concepts 

To understand 
what is 
involved in 
performing the 
Hajj. 

When have you 
been on an 
important 
journey? What 
is the 
difference 
between a 
journey and a 
pilgrimage? 
 
Why do 
pilgrims leave 
their 
possessions 
behind and 
dress in 
identical white 
robes? 
 
What is the 
most important 
thing you 
would like to 
do in your 
lifetime? 

Look in the suitcase and 
discuss the contents. What 
is the purpose of the Hajj 
robe? 

 
Focus on the Ka’bah.  Why 
do pilgrims walk round it? 
 
Go on a prayer walk round 
the school.  
Visit a place of Christian 
pilgrimage. 

 
Find and mark Makkah on 
a map. 

 
Write about a time when 
you have been part of a 
huge crowd. 

 
 

A suitcase with 2 
pieces of unsewn 
white cotton 
material about  
 2.5m long 
(ihram)  
 
Islam Photopack 
and Teacher’s 
Guide  
Sandra Palmer 
& 
Elaine 
McCreery 
PCET 
Publishing 
 
BBC Video 
“Places of 
Worship” for 
Key Stage 1 

pilgrimage   
holy 
sacrifice 
ihram 
Makkah 
Hajj  - 
(Arabic 
word 
meaning  to 
set out for a 
definite 
purpose) 
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Topic – QUR’AN   
Year Group 6          Sheet 4 
 

Learning 
Objectives/ 
Outcomes 

 

Key Questions Possible Learning Activities Resources Key 
Words& 
Concepts 

To learn 
about the 
special nature 
of the Qur’an 
and to treat it 
with respect. 
 
To 
understand 
why it is 
important to 
Muslims. 
 
To reflect on 
the 
differences 
between the 
Bible and the 
Qur’an. 
 
To recall 
learning on 
the life of 
Muhammad. 
 
To learn 
something 
about the 
beauty of 
Arabic 
calligraphy. 
 
 

How did the 
Qur’an come to 
be written 
down? 
 
How do 
Muslims show 
respect for the 
Qur’an and 
why? 
 
What special 
names would 
you choose for 
God? 
 
What do you 
think of as 
sacred or holy? 
 
 
 
 
Muslims are 
guided by the 
words of the  
Qur’an and 
accept  its 
authority. 
Where do you 
look for 
guidance and 
what authority 
do you accept? 
 

Recollect the account of the 
revelation to Muhammad. 
Play a recording or video of 
the recitation of the Qur’an. 

 
Look at a copy of the Qur’an 
and its special stand (kursi). 
Demonstrate how it is treated 
in a Muslim home. Discuss 
the idea of a sacred book. 

 
Look at and try to practise 
examples of Arabic 
calligraphy. 
Make a poster or a card. 

 
Discuss the 99 beautiful 
names for God and choose 
one that seems most 
appropriate. Write and 
decorate the chosen name. 

 
 
Read some extracts from the 
Qur’an. Discuss their 
meaning and significance and 
how the Qu’ran guides the 
lives of believers. 

www.islam.org    
for a recitation 
of the Qur’an. 
 
Cardiff Mosque 
Virtual Tour 
 
BBC “Pathways 
of Belief” video 
 
BBC “Pathways 
of Belief” have a 
new series of 
programmes on 
“The Bible and 
the Qur’an” 
which may be 
produced later 
in video or DVD 
Plus format. 
Extracts could 
be used. 
 
Developing 
Primary RE 
“Words of 
Wisdom” ed. 
Mackley 1 
904024 45 9 
(order  from 
www.retoday. 
org.uk) 

Qur’an 
holy 
sacred 
revelation 
guidance 
authority 
 
 
 

Links with teaching on the Bible 
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Topic – MOSQUES and PRAYER  
Year Group 4 and/or 6          Sheet 5 
 

Learning 
Objectives/ 
Outcomes 

 

Key Questions Possible Learning 
Activities 

Resources Key 
Words & 
Concepts 

To learn 
about wudu 
and how a 
Muslim 
prepares to 
pray. 
 
To identify 
the different 
parts of a 
mosque. 
 
To find out 
when a 
Muslim goes 
to the mosque 
to pray. 
 
Understand 
and respect 
the 
importance of 
places of 
worship in 
the 
community. 
(Year 4) 
 
To appreciate 
that the 
mosque is a 
special place 
for Muslims 
and that 
prayer is a 
vital part of 
their lives. 
 
 

What is wudu? 
 
Why is it 
important to a 
Muslim to wash 
before they pray? 
 
How do you know 
a building was 
made to be a 
mosque? 
 
How is a mosque 
different from a 
Christian place of 
worship?  
 
 
 
How does the 
Muslim pattern of 
prayer show the 
worshippers’ 
devotion to  
Allah ? 
 

Show the order of wudu 
using the illustrations 
provided and label each 
step. Mime the actions as 
a class activity and 
discuss the meaning  to 
believers of what they 
have just done. 

 
Look at the pictures of 
prayer mats or show a 
real prayer mat.  Talk 
about the symbols and 
design your own prayer 
mat. 

 
Make a model of a 
mosque. 

 
When do Muslims pray? 
Write down the five set 
times of prayer for 
Muslims. Follow the 
sequence of prayer 
positions as a class in 
silence and reflect on 
their meaning. Compose 
a concept map on 
prayer.  

 
Go on a virtual tour of 
the Cardiff Mosque or 
visit a mosque if 
possible. 
 
Make a timetable of a 
typical day in your own 
life and then one in the 
life of a Muslim boy/girl, 
including times of 
prayer and mosque 
school (madrassah). 
Think about what this 
would involve. 

Muslim Mosque  
Umar Hegedus 
Keystones 
A & C Black 
ISBN 0-7136-
4335-8 
 
BBC “Pathways 
of Belief ” on 
Islam 
 
 
Websites accessed 
through 
www.reonline.org
.uk 
 
Developing RE 
“Special places” 
ed. M.H. 
Woodbridge 
ISBN 1-904024-
19-X has 
information and 
photocopiable 
sheets (order at 
www.retoday.org.
uk) 
 
See also the 
activities on 
prayer in 
“Symbols of 
Faith” in the 
same series. 

mosque or 
masjid 
meaning  a 
place of 
prostration 
dome 
mihrab  
(the alcove 
which 
shows the 
direction 
of 
Makkah) 
 
minaret 
 
muezzin 
salah 
(prayer) 
wudu 
sacred 
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Topic –  FESTIVALS   
      Year Group 6   Sheet 6 
 

Learning 
Objectives/ 
Outcomes 

 

Key Questions Possible Learning Activities Resources Key Words 
& Concepts 

To begin to 
understand 
Muslim 
festivals in 
relation to the 
life of 
Muhammad. 
 
 
To be able to 
discuss how 
belief affects 
lifestyle. 

What event is 
celebrated 
during 
Ramadan?  
 
How is Id-ul-
Fitr 
celebrated? 
 
What do we 
learn about the 
deepest beliefs 
of Islam from 
the keeping of 
fasts and 
festivals? 

Watch the video “Pathways 
of Belief “to see a family 
praying and keeping 
Ramadan. 

 
Make an Id card. 

 
Discuss why people fast. 

 
With pupil agreement forego 
morning break and break the 
fast with dates before lunch. 
In the afternoon pupils can 
write about their experience 
of this. 
 
 

BBC Pathways 
of Belief  on 
Islam 
 
Section 15 
from the Islam 
Photopack 
 
Islamic 
Festivals – 
Khadijah 
Knight,  
Heinemann, 
0431 06955 7 
 

Ramadan 
  
Id-ul- Fitr 
 
celebration 
  
Zakat 
(expression 
of concern 
for the poor, 
alms given 
at the end of 
Ramadan) 
 
fast 
feast 
 
 

 
 
 Links with the Five Pillars 
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Artefacts 
 

Some suppliers of artefacts – 
 

Artefacts to Order, 
31 Queens Road, 
Wisbech, Cambs. 

PE13 2PE 
Tel no 01945 587452 

 
Articles of Faith Ltd, 

Resource House, 
Kay Street, 

Bury. 
BL9 6BU 

Tel no 0161 7636232 
 

IQRA Trust, 
24 Culross Street, 
London W1Y 3HE 

 
Religion in Evidence (TTS Group), 

Nunn Brook Road, 
Huthwaite, 

Sutton-in-Ashfield, Notts. 
NG11 2HU 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


